
If you only have one day to
spare you can still come to
Umbrella 2009 as a
conference delegate or an
exhibition visitor. 

Almost 600 delegates have now
booked for the library event of
the year, but if time is tight you
can book online for either 14 or
15 July. You will have the choice
of 27 seminars and a plenary
session – including the
presentation of the prestigious
Libraries Change Lives Award –
as well as refreshment breaks
and lunch among the many
exhibitors. Book online and
benefit from a special CILIP
member-only rate.
Umbrella brings together CILIP

members and other information
professionals from across the
library community with more
than 100 speakers and nine
content streams, as well as
unmatched networking
opportunities including a First
Timers Lunch, Conference
Reception and Gala Dinner. 
The two days provide
exceptional value for money and
an unmatched learning
experience. 

Visit the exhibition – free!
Free entry is available to the
Umbrella exhibition for visitors
who are not attending the
conference but want to see the
latest products, services, systems

and software from 50 leading
suppliers to the library
community. Open on both days,
the two exhibition halls also
feature poster sessions on
leading projects and information
lounges with free internet access
and a range of publications.
The best time to attend is either
during the morning or
afternoon while delegates are in
the conference sessions. 
The DeHavilland Campus at the
University of Hertfordshire is
easily accessible by road and rail,
and a special bus service will be
available from Hatfield railway
station directly to Umbrella 2009. 
Catering facilities for visitors are
available immediately outside
the exhibition halls.
Full details of the exhibition,
participating suppliers, and the
best way to travel to Umbrella
2009, are available on the event’s
website, together with online
pre-registration to save time on
arrival. 
On-site free registration for the
exhibition will also be available
throughout the event.
To keep up with all the latest
developments visit the Umbrella
Blog via the event’s dedicated
website. 
www.umbrella2009.org.uk
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Umbrella update 

Don’t miss Umbrella – 
come for just a day

If you are
short of time
you can
attend
Umbrella as a
day delegate –
and don’t
forget the
Exhibition is
free whether
you are
attending the
conference or
not.

Schools and Lifelong Learning UK, in
relation to the new workforce reform
agreements.  

CILIP’s Guy Daines confirms that he
has had discussions with Unison and has
agreed that CILIP will contribute to the
national role profiles that are being
developed by a new School Support Staff
Negotiating Body to be vested in
November. He also draws attention to
the school libraries resource page and
new campaigning toolkit on the CILIP
website, and has told Gazette that both he
and CILIP Trustee Ayub Khan will be
attending the Campaign for the Book’s
conference in Birmingham on 27 June. 

But Pauline Guiney would like to see
CILIP go further, confronting both the
attitude that anyone, including a ‘Mum’s
army’, can run a school library and also
head teachers’ power to close the library
at any time. ‘Up the road in Scotland
school libraries are statutory with their
own standards for school library services;
as a result 98 per cent of their staff are
qualified librarians,’ she points out.

However, Guy Daines says that cam-
paigning for statutory provision of
school libraries is not currently CILIP

policy and that it ‘would be broaching
totally new territory’. He advises the SLG
to get it discussed at the next CILIP
policy forum on 20 October, adding:
‘Clearly any such campaign would best
be done in partnership and I expect
schools and local education authorities
might oppose.’

‘Do not go gentle’
Meanwhile, though, how does the pro-
fession feel about Alan Gibbons and the
Campaign for the Book? ‘Any interven-
tion that raises the profile of school
libraries is welcome,’ says the SLA’s
Tricia Adams. ‘Alan, being an individual
with a high profile in the library world,
can say things freely.’

‘Many of us have known him for years
as he has visited us in our schools for
book week events,’ adds Laura Taylor. ‘It
is great that he can use his high profile
and contacts with writers and the media
to raise the profile of school libraries and
librarians.’

‘I think most members of SLG are pri-
vately cheering that someone at last is
speaking out against what has been hap-
pening to many school libraries,’ com-
ments SLG Chair Sue Shaper. ‘Even
those who think that Alan has occasion-
ally been too personal in his attacks are
grateful to him for attracting so much
attention.’

Next venture for the campaign is a
national conference, to be held in Birm-
ingham on 27 June. ‘It was a huge
gamble for me but we seem to have over
160 people attending already which is
very encouraging,’ Alan Gibbons told
Gazette.

The main aim is to gather together a
broad consensus in defence of the cam-
paign’s aims, he explains. ‘Publishers,

booksellers, trade unionists, teachers,
head teachers, authors, campaigners
and co-ordinators of major reading
agencies have all signed up.’

A further aim is to listen and to learn.
‘Neither I nor my colleagues are the
fount of all knowledge,’ he accepts.  

What the campaign can offer is an
ability to excite the media and a robustly
combative approach. ‘Do not go gentle
into that good night,’ declares Gibbons,
quoting the Dylan Thomas poem. ‘It is
important initially to say firmly that you
think the service reductions are ill-con-
ceived.’

But what hope has the campaign in a
recession, when MPs are also currently
taken up with their own affairs? ‘We have
to try to drive the agenda,’ he responds,
claiming that the campaign has already
been influential in forcing Andy
Burnham, who was Culture Secretary at
the time, to change his mind over
Wirral’s attempt to close 11 libraries.

‘If we can create a similar momentum
over school libraries we may have some
success,’ Gibbons concludes. ‘If you go
into a battle doubting you have a chance
of winning, it becomes a self-fulfilling
prophecy.’
� ‘Time to start shouting at school’:
Comment, p.4
� ‘At the centre of the school’: People,
p.19

Into battle...
Continued from front page

Gazette fact file
Find out more
Campaign for the Book:
http://alangibbons.net/
CILIP school libraries resource page:
http://tinyurl.com/m3ake7
CILIP campaigning toolkit:
http://tinyurl.com/mdl6yd
Unison Manifesto for Education
Libraries:
http://tinyurl.com/ley7s5

The Umbrella exhibition – free whether you attend the conference or not

A trend too far
towards the
retail model
I just wanted to say how much I
appreciated the article in the 8 May
Gazette ‘Playing to our strengths’by
Rob Westwood (p.5).
I work in an academic library, and part
of our largest branch has recently
been refurbished. The new area now
looks like a cold, characterless airport
lounge, complete with rather offensive
lime green furnishings. 
It is very noisy, and the upper floors,
which hold the stock, are full of
students drinking coffee, eating and
chatting (usually on their mobiles)
because of the proximity of the new
cafe to the stairs.

Rob Westwood’s article was extremely
pertinent as it seemed to confirm how
our library is now part of a trend – the
retail model Rob refers to – and how
we need to remember where our
strengths lie.
I am a very minor cog in our library. I
have, however, worked here for a very
long time, and am very sorry to see
the latest changes.
Thanks again for such a well-reasoned,
articulate and sensible article.

Name and address supplied
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