
Andrew Motion, Poet Laureate and
Chair of the MLA, will present one of the
leading accolades in the library and infor-
mation world: the CILIP Libraries
Change Lives Award. This year the award
ceremony moves to a prestigious new
venue: a 450-seat auditorium as part of
Umbrella 2009.  

Andrew Motion’s 10 year tenure as Poet
Laureate will end on 30 April. As well as
carrying out official duties, he has dedi-
cated his time to visiting schools and col-
leges to spread his enthusiasm for poetry
to young people. He also co-founded the
Poetry Archive, a web-based archive of
poets reading their work that helps make
poetry accessible, relevant and enjoyable
to a wide audience. 

Andrew’s work has received the
Arvon/Observer Prize, the John Llewelyn
Rys Prize, the De Moffart Art Prize and
the Dylan Thomas Prize. In 1994 his biog-
raphy of Philip Larkin was awarded the
Whitbread Prize for Biography. 

The award ceremony takes place on 15
July at Umbrella 2009, the biennial flag-
ship event of CILIP, at the DeHavilland
Campus of the University of Hertford-
shire in Hatfield. Umbrella has a 56-
session conference, a major exhibition

and number of social events. 
The Libraries Change Lives Award is

run by CILIP and its Community Services
Group. Now in its 17th year, the award
continues to highlight innovative library
and information projects that positively
change people’s lives, involve communi-
ties, and develop staff and services. 
www.cilip.org.uk/lcla
www.umbrella2009.org.uk
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Umbrella 2009 calls
for poster sessions
CILIP has issued a call for poster
sessions at Umbrella 2009. A poster
session at Umbrella is a great
opportunity to share information on
new projects or work with conference
delegates. Any topical subject of
interest to librarians and information
professionals can be presented.  
Perhaps you have been working on a
research project or have introduced
an innovative approach to
disseminating information to different
communities or have adopted a new
approach to library design? The
information should be in the format of
a poster and should convey a simple
message. Posters may be submitted
by individuals or groups.  
The poster sessions will be open
throughout Umbrella and two prizes
will be awarded: the Judges’ Choice
and the Delegates’ Choice. The
deadline for submissions is 20 March.
Full information and an application
form can be found at:
www.umbrella2009.org.uk
The poster sessions are being
sponsored by Jisc’s TechDis service.

Speakers sought
for ILI 2009
Internet Librarian International has
issued its call for speakers. It is
‘seeking submissions from global
practitioners who can help us all to
demonstrate our services’ value and
versatility, ensuring viability in this
difficult economic climate’. Anyone
willing to share their knowledge and
experience about information tools,
techniques, processes, innovations
and management is invited to submit
proposals at www.internet-
librarian.com/2009/speak.php
before 27 March. It takes place at
Novotel London West, 15-16 October. 

Number of UnityUK
users is growing
The public libraries of Cornwall, Cardiff
and Hertfordshire have moved their
lending and borrowing operations to
UnityUK. This means that 74 per cent
of British public libraries are using the
UnityUK service. 
Provided by OCLC in partnership with
The Combined Regions, UnityUK
provides union catalogue
management, cross-database
searching, holdings location and
integrated interlibrary loans workflow. 
Further information: email uk@oclc.org
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� Ealing: Architectural and interior
design practice Bisset Adams has
designed a £1.5m transformation of
Northolt Library in West London. The new
Northolt Library will have a café, and a
sensory garden is also being created at
the back of the library which can be used
by community groups and others for
activities such as outside reading and
presenting hints and tips for vegetable
growers. This is the third project for the

London Borough of Ealing undertaken by
the practice, following Northfields Library
and Ealing Central Library.  

� Bromley: Suffolk-based ISG
Jackson has secured a £4m project with
the London Borough of Bromley to build
a new library complex and swimming
pool in Biggin Hill. It will be built on the
site of the town’s existing library. The
new two-storey library includes a café
area, community meeting rooms and
children’s party room. 

� Lambeth: Lambeth Council and its
development partner, Cathedral Group,
have submitted proposals for a new

complex on Clapham High Street to
include a community library, healthcare
centre and 136 homes. The library will
include a performance space and café.

� Manchester: Manchester’s Central
Library is to undergo restoration in a
£165m refurbishment of the city’s town
hall complex. The new ‘City Library’ will
be on the ground floor of the town hall
extension. It will house an Archives
Centre for Excellence, bringing together
Greater Manchester County Record
Office, Manchester Archives & Local
Studies and other partners.

A demonstrator has been made
available as a tool to help library
managers understand some of the
implications of the ISO standard for
RFID that is set to be adopted by the
library community. 

RFID suppliers agreed to adopt ISO
28560-2, the variable length encoding
version of the standard, at a January
meeting of the BIC/CILIP RFID in
Libraries Group. 

Convergent Software Ltd is making
the demonstrator of the standard,
which is free to use. The encoding
method is flexible and will allow library
managers to: select which optional data
elements are relevant; reorganise the
data elements into a sequence that is
appropriate for the library operation;
and encode each tag with the appro-
priate data elements – for example, sets
of loan items can carry different infor-
mation from single items.

The demonstrator describes the
encoding rules and enables librarians
to input real data to a template to gain
a better understanding of the flexi-
bility the new standard brings. 

Data entered into the template is sub-
mitted to the company’s central
processor, which produces a detailed
encoding report and then emails it to
the sender free of charge.
www.convergent-software.co.uk/
libraries.htm
� Mick Fortune has agreed to work
with CILIP Events on the programme
for the fifth annual RFID in Libraries
Conference, taking place in November.
See Joint effort needed on new RFID
standard on front page.
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